
THE ULTIMATE
GUIDE TO PLANNING
A SCHOOL SKI TRIP

A school ski trip is often one of the most memorable experiences of a 
student's education—but organising one can feel overwhelming. With so 
many decisions to make, from selecting the right resort and travel option to 
managing budgets, approvals and parent expectations, it's easy to wonder where 
to start.

That's where this guide comes in. We've broken the planning process down into 
clear, practical steps to help you organise a successful school ski trip with 
confidence. Whether it's your first time leading a ski tour or you're looking to refine 
your approach, you'll find expert advice, practical tips and everything you need to 
create an unforgettable experience for your students.

Step 1: Decide what type of ski trip is 
right for your school

Every school is different, so before looking at destinations, it's important to decide 
what type of ski trip will best suit your students.

Consider:



Will this be your school's first ski trip or an established annual trip?
Are most students complete beginners or experienced skiers?
What age group are you taking?
How many students are you expecting?
What budget do you need to work within?

Answering these questions early will help narrow down your options and ensure you 
choose a trip that's enjoyable, achievable and delivers the best value for your 
students.

For example:

Beginners often benefit from smaller resorts with excellent ski schools and 
gentle nursery slopes.
Mixed-ability groups may prefer larger ski areas offering a wider variety of runs.
Schools working to a tighter budget may find coach travel offers the best 
overall value.

Taking the time to define your group's needs before comparing resorts will make 
every decision that follows much easier.

Step 2: Set a realistic budget

A clear budget is one of the most important foundations of a successful ski trip.

As a general guide:

£900–£1,200 → Coach travel to European resorts



£1,200–£1,800 → Flights to European ski destinations

Your final price will depend on several factors, including:

Coach or flight travel
Destination and resort
Accommodation standard
Length of stay
Ski lift passes
Equipment hire
Ski tuition
Group size

Being open about your budget with your tour operator from the beginning allows 
them to recommend the most suitable destinations without unnecessary revisions.

It also helps parents understand exactly what is included, making it easier to 
demonstrate the value of the trip.

Step 3: Choose the right destination

Not every ski resort is suitable for every school group.

When comparing destinations, consider:

Ability level of your students
Travel time
Snow reliability
Size of the ski area
Accommodation location



Evening activities
Budget

For example:

Andorra – Excellent value with fantastic beginner and intermediate slopes.

Italy – Great food, welcoming resorts and good value for school groups.

Austria – Traditional alpine villages with extensive ski areas.

France – Large interconnected ski domains ideal for mixed abilities.

The best destination balances excellent skiing, manageable travel and a price that 
works for your students.

be underestimated. A destination that students genuinely want to visit will always 
generate stronger uptake.

Step 4: Plan logistics without stress

The operational side of a school trip can be time-consuming, which is why choosing 
the right support is essential.

A well-organised tour operator should help with:

Transport and accommodation 
Highlighting what students will actually do, not just where they will go 

Students respond to experiences, not itineraries. Trips that feel exciting, social and 
memorable tend to generate far more interest than those positioned purely around 

https://www.activ4.com/school-ski-trips/andorra/
https://www.activ4.com/school-ski-trips/italy/
https://www.activ4.com/school-ski-trips/austria/
https://www.activ4.com/school-ski-trips/france/


academic outcomes.

To support this, Activ4 School Tours provides a dedicated parent portal. This is a 
tailored version of your trip quotation designed specifically for parents and students, 
including key information, alongside images and videos of the destination, 
accommodation and activities helping to bring the experience to life and support 
stronger uptake.

Learn more about how we support schools here. 

Step 5: Get approval from SLT

Securing approval from your senior leadership team is a key milestone in the process.

To build a strong case, focus on:

Educational benefits
Student wellbeing and personal development
Safety and organisation
Value for money

Position the trip as an extension of learning rather than an optional extra. When 
framed correctly, a school ski trip becomes a powerful tool for improving 
engagement, deepening understanding and supporting academic outcomes.

To support this stage, Activ4 School Tours provides a dedicated SLT approval pack. 
This includes key information about us as a company, along with our accreditations, 
safety standards and experience in delivering school trips helping you present a clear, 
confident and well-supported proposal.

https://www.activ4.com/why-choose-activ4/


Step 6: Drive student uptake

Low uptake is one of the most common challenges teachers face when organising a 
trip.

The way a trip is launched can make a significant difference.

Effective strategies include:

Introducing the trip in assemblies rather than relying solely on letters home 
Using visuals and videos to bring the experience to life 
Being clear on pricing from the outset 
Highlighting what students will actually do, not just where they will go 

Students respond to experiences, not itineraries. Trips that feel exciting, social and 
memorable tend to generate far more interest than those positioned purely around 
academic outcomes.

To support this, Activ4 School Tours provides a dedicated parent portal. This is a 
tailored version of your trip quotation designed specifically for parents and students, 
including key information, alongside images and videos of the destination, 
accommodation and activities helping to bring the experience to life and support 
stronger uptake.

Learn more about how we support schools here. 

Step 7: Maximise impact during the trip

https://www.activ4.com/why-choose-activ4/


A successful trip is about more than just the itinerary it’s about how students engage 
with the experience.

To maximise impact, consider:

Setting reflection tasks or journals 
Encouraging students to capture photos and videos 
Creating opportunities for student-led learning 

These approaches help students connect what they are experiencing with what they 
learn in the classroom, making the trip more meaningful and memorable.

It is also worth working closely with your dedicated tour coordinator to get the most 
out of your itinerary. They can help you adapt activities, timings and experiences to 
better suit your group, ensuring the trip delivers maximum educational value as well 
as a smooth overall experienceThe skiing is only part of the experience.

Encourage students to:

Set personal skiing goals
Support each other on the slopes
Try new challenges
Reflect on their progress each day

Evening activities such as quizzes, bowling, ice skating or cultural visits also help build 
friendships and create lasting memories.

Working closely with your ski instructors and tour coordinator ensures every student 
gets the most from their time on the mountain.

Step 8: Use the trip after you return



The value of a school trip should continue long after you return home.

You can extend its impact by using the experience in:

Coursework and exam preparation 
Classroom displays and discussions 
School assemblies or parent presentations 
Promoting future trips to the next cohort 

Trips that The learning shouldn't end when the coach arrives back at school.

Consider:

Student presentations
Reflection journals
Photo competitions
Celebration assemblies
Articles in school newsletters
Promoting future ski trips to younger year groups

Sharing students' achievements and experiences helps demonstrate the long-term 
value of educational travel and encourages participation in future trips.

Final Thoughts

Planning a school ski trip may seem like a big undertaking, but with the right support, 
it becomes an exciting and rewarding experience for both teachers and students.

https://www.activ4.com/school-ski-trips/


From choosing the right resort and deciding between coach or air travel to ensuring 
every student has an unforgettable week on the slopes, careful planning makes all 
the difference.

At Activ4 School Tours, we work with schools every step of the way, providing expert 
advice, dedicated support and carefully planned itineraries that allow teachers to 
focus on what matters most—giving their students an experience they'll remember 
for years to come.

Ready to start planning? Get in touch with our team today to discuss your school ski 
trip and receive a tailored quotation designed around your school's needs.

https://www.activ4.com/request-a-quote/#tour=School%20Ski%20Trips

